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Campers canoe at Jenks Lake

UCLA UniCamp is no stranger to curveballs. Tropical Storm
Hilary caused severe damage to Camp River Glen at the end of
the 2023 season. Since then, we’ve rallied to secure Camp Pine
Mountain as our home-away-from-home. With the support
and generosity of our alumni and institutional funders, we
were able to fulfill our promise to the campers and UCLA
student volunteers of another amazing camping season in the
mountains.

WALL campers “MgM” and “AG”
from their 4-day backpacking trip
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On Sunday, June 23rd, UCLA UniCamp’s 89th summer camp
season officially kicked off! Over the next 5 back-to-back weeks,
225 UCLA student volunteers welcomed 520 underserved youth
campers to the San Bernardino Mountains. New campers were
wide-eyed at being in an unfamiliar, natural environment while
returning campers were excited to experience UniCamp ata
new location.

We are so thankful to everyone who helped us land on our
feet this year. There is much left to be done in the years to come
including all the repairs at Camp River Glen all while ensuring
that we continue to provide a meaningful camp experience
each and every summer. We are more hopeful than ever and
eagerly await our homecoming to Camp River Glen.

ZgtarLord” Galvan shares
a moment with a camper
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Gretings from
CAMPIPINE MOUNTAIN

Camp Pine Mountain, just a mile from Camp River Glen
as the crow flies, is a cozier sitein the same mountain
range that provides a similar feel as Camp River Glen.
However, with a lower camper capacity, smaller kitchen,
different sleeping arrangements, and fewer amenities,
we had our work cut out for us. ;
we set outevery weekend with a
t and alumni volunteers to rake,
sweep, and clean our new home. Fourteen round trips off
roadingona 20-foot flathed trailer later, we transported
all the beds, kitchen equipment, bows and arrows,
bikes, canoes, and other program equipment thatwe
needed for the summer. Several more weekends later,

everything wasin place. We were already exhausted
oven though the most exciting part was yet to come!

Starting in late May,
scrappy crew of curren

A summmer with UGLA UniCamp

We served 520 cam :
pers (403 in Classic Ca -
youth. Out of our 2 mp and 117 in Older Camper P : _
25 total volunteers, 118 were returning andp107 :A?eg::mS), II:CIUdmg i
new this summer.

Classi
. sic Camp . Older Camper Program Volunteers

Session 1
June 23-30 76 25

Session 2 2.3:
June 30-July 7 26 cm 1
er

Session 3
July 7-14
Session 4
July 14-21 83 24
Session 5 26
July 21-28 29
2 50 Campers model outfits made
309 150 from newspapers designed
S0 .
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Long “Bubblegum” Thanh, UniCorps Camper

GCAKPER DEHOCRAPHIGS

“It’s just great being out here...

being able to help out...it’s been
everything for me. I've been able
to make so many good friends...”
Two or more races

11.7% \
Asian Zoe “Ratatouille” Eleopoulos, Classic Camper)—\
5.4% ~_
“...UniCamp really just helped me
S socialize and kind of get used to being
No Res':/°"se I 34.8% in a group of a lot of people because
6.9% | grew up in a very small school...
UniCamp really helped me grow.”
White — _/
6.0%

Hispanic/Latino
35.2%
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Percent of Campers

camper Ashley “Flare” Qarcia 9 10 1 12 13 14 15 16 17
pexforns @ folos B0t Session 1 Camper Age
he talent show campers celebrate the end per’e

routine at t l
of their week at the camp dance

CAHPER
REATHAP

Most of our campers are from South
Los Angeles, with a significant number

coming from the San Fernando Valley and

m the neighborhoods near Koreatown.

. Smaller groups of campers came from the
San Gabriel Valley, La Habra, Lancaster,
San Bernardino, and Rialto.
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QUR STURENT VOLUNTEERS
. 2

Leadership
12.1%

WALL
6.1%
\

Ashleey “Jeff” Rodriguez, Former Camper, UniCorps Program Director)

“l found a really amazing
community...that brings me so
much happiness, so much joy, so
many amazing lifelong friends...”

UniCorps
5.2%

CLIMB
7.4%

Specialist
29.4%

Camp couns(alOrS at
mornlng lineup

ndl s o
'\\\a‘\""“‘“ﬁ\J st 7 h
e amp nd cs b N n perform
\cor® C S wFluffy” and “Howl” pe
- roas'l‘:':dores = at the talent show
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UCLA UniCamp partners with numerous schools, nonprofit organizations, afterschool
programs, and government agencies. These partners identify campers who would benefit

from an outdoor camp experience, help with the recruitment process, and provide
@m@@@ resources to sponsor their time at UniCamp. Our volunteers also work alongside partners to

create a custom camping experience through specialized programs, goals, and outcomes.

RFK UCLA Community School

Rialto Unified School District

The Village Nation

Volunteers of America with One Voice LA

Boys and Girls Club of La Habra

Boys and Girls Club of San Fernando Valley

LA County Department of Children and Family Services
Libertas College Preparatory Charter School

Mann UCLA Community School » Young Eisner Scholars

The Village Nat|0|? s Fluke Out Below” Fluker A JEN Campers from RFK UCLA Community School get |
presents for a Village Session impact assembly. f ready to board their bus to head up to camp.

5% P ) -

PROGRAM EXPENSES _ 5201 $1,028
average “fair share”
4 )
Fundraising

6.5%
L

General &
Administrative
18.8%

Volunteer
Program
16.4°/\o

- .
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Stepping foot onto Camp Pine Mountain, “Jelly
Belly” or Emily as she’s known in the city, the eager
15-year old took in a deep breath of familiar mountain
air. She had been camping before at a different camp
for foster youth in 2019 but was not a big fan saying
that “talking about [and] being in the [foster care]
system is very hard for people, so | just really did not
enjoy it.” When she attended UniCamp for the first time
last year, she was terrified of meeting new people and
being away from home. Her anxieties quickly turned
into excitement and comfort when she realized she was
among kids her age who were both in the system and
those who were not. She just wanted to be treated like
everyone else.

This year, Jelly Belly returned to be part of the CLIMB
program. She had been learning the ropes, belaying,
and climbing for a few days by the time we spoke with
her and felt comfortable enough to belay younger
campers. For her, being at camp and focusing on the
here and now, the ropes in her hands, or wooden
beam above her, or where to place her feet next, was
liberating. She can let go of her troubles, school, and
the drama she dealt with at home.

She felt challenged to push herself further, doing

*Emily’s last name has been omitted to protect her identity.

things that took her out of her comfort zone by having
both campers and counselors entrust themselves to
her when they climbed. By the end of the week, she
had successfully conquered all four difficulties of the
Alpine tower. She felt an immense feeling of joy after
standing up on the topmost platform rising above the
treeline, the gust of wind, and the sound of cheering
from below.

Aside from the Alpine tower, she returned this
year because of the people, the counselors and
fellow campers who
make Woodsey Magic
happen. She loved seeing
everyone’s hidden talents
at the talent show. And despite what some campers
might feel as an inconvenience, not having her phone
and disconnecting from social media and the outside
world added so much more to her experience.

Jelly Belly is eager to come back next week
alongside her little cousin. She looks forward to the
following years and when she graduates, has high
hopes of returning as a counselor. She is excited to
share her stories with all her friends when she returns
to school. To her, “UniCamp is like a second home...” &

&:d(®@) Your gift to UCLA UniCamp will enable us to
, » ‘4 train volunteers to serve as camp counselors
YR to the underserved youth of Los Angeles.

www.unicamp.org/donate
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